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Language Archives

 An integral part of language documentation

The locus for supporting documentary linguistic
activity Ark - Hive (David Nathan, ELAR)

Need to develop archival methods for linguistic
fieldworkers



The coercive archive

Attached to a funding body

Obligatory deposit of recorded material

Enforces data formats by contractual
requirement



http://www.linguistics.unimelb.edu.au/rnld.html

Resource Network for Linguistic Diversity



Filenaming conventions

Collection-item-file.extension

AB1-002-A.wav

AB1/AB1-002/AB1-002-A.wav
AB1/AB1-002/AB1-002-A.mp3
AB1/AB1-002/AB1-002-A.xml
AB1/AB1-002/AB1-002-FN1.tif
AB1/AB1-002/AB1-002-FN1.jpg



<hasTranscript>/<isTranscriptOf> proposed
addition to OLAC/Dublin Core <relation> element

Page image of Stephen Wurm’s fieldnotes on Aiwo, Solomon Islands, SAW2-018-00005



Everyday archiving
Creation of optimal archival forms of data

through normal linguistic practice, e.g.
• Well-structured data (e.g. backslash codes,

XML)
• Annotation with time-alignment
• Citation of archival data, which implies

- persistent identification and location
- interactive use of archival data



Everyday archiving
Creation of optimal archival forms of data

through normal linguistic practice, e.g.
• Tracking relationships within the data

- speaker - tape - transcript - text
• Consent/deposit forms clarify intellectual

property issues



tape analogue digitised/ 
digital captured archival digital file

transcribed and 
linked (using e.g. 

Transcriber 
or Elan)

Media corpus instantiates links to media 
(e.g. Audiamus)

concordance of texts, navigation tool

output to e.g. Shoebox for
 interlinearising

archived with
PARADISEC

archived with
PARADISEC

Example Workflow

Texts, dictionary etc

descriptive metadata added



Contrast and compare

Persistent IdentifiersArbitraryFilenames

Consent forms signed by
interlocutors (because
deposit in an archive is
envisaged as part of the
process)

RarelyCopyright
in material
clarified

DigitalAnalogData
CurrentPreviously



Contrast and compare

Incremental accession,
ideally before use of the
material by the
researcher.

After use of the
material by the
researcher.
(Typically post
retirement or
after death of the
researcher.)

Archival
accession of
primary data

Explicit structure is used
as the basis for derived
forms (e.g. as in lexical
files in Shoebox)

No explicit
structure
(implicitly marked
by fonts and
styles)

Data structure
CurrentPreviously



Contrast and compare

More comprehensive
annotation, using time-
alignment and
interlinearising.

Little done,
usually by hand.

Annotation
of primary
media

Work in progress
archivable and
overwritten by
subsequent versions
(safe backup)

Typically post
retirement or
after death of
the researcher.

Archival
accession of
annotations

CurrentPreviously



Contrast and compare

DC / OLAC (support for
small, collector-based
archives)

Library/MARC
(large existing
infrastructure)

Metadata
standard

Assigned by archive
and persistent identifier
resolved to an item in
the archive.

Maybe in
fieldworker’s
notes, hampered
by lack of
discoverability.

Persistent
identification
to support
citation
forms of
data.

CurrentPreviously



Contrast and compare

Open Archives Initiative,
subject specialised
searches

Library catalogs
(not always
interoperable)

Metadata
discovery

Assigned by archive and
persistent identifier
resolved to an item in the
archive.

Maybe in
fieldworker’s
notes,
hampered by
lack of
discoverability.

Persistent
identification
to support
citation
forms of
data.

CurrentPreviously



Contrast and compare

Treated in metadata and
instantiated where
possible (e.g.
tape/transcript)

Ignored or
treated in
catalog

Relation
between
items

Digital simulacra/copies
(LOCKSS)

Analog tape in
one location

Persistence
of data

CurrentPreviously



Contrast and compare

Digital copies of
tape/transcript in linked
form. Available for
download from the web.

Copies of tapes
provided from a
single location.

Repatriation
of copies

CurrentPreviously



Conclusion

• Secure longterm storage of well-described
linguistic records is crucial to language
documentation.

• Archives do not have the resources to prepare
data.

• Training is essential for the integration of an
archival sensibility into a linguist’s fieldwork
methods.

• It is up to the fieldworker to produce archival
material from their fieldwork.


